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My Dear Friends, 

On Mothering Sunday we had our closed daffodils given out and 
on Tuesday following the Sun was out, the garden sparkled and 
the daffodils had opened into glorious beauty. 

During April we will particularly remember the trial and 
crucifixion of Jesus and the glory of his resurrection. 

It seemed as if the life of Jesus was closed like the daffodils and 
the days dark but the reality was a glorious coming back to life 
so that he can be real and alive with us now. 

The opening of the daffodils into life and the breaking of a 
wonderful day reminded me of how good it must have felt for 
those who loved Jesus on that first Easter Sunday, how good it 
felt the first day I realized I could not live without him and how 
good it is now to know that because of that resurrection he lives 
in every moment of every day we live, and if we follow him then 
we never die. 

Maybe every day is not a glorious dawn filled with new beauty, 
but today Friday the daffodils are still in flower, they do not 
excite me like they did on Tuesday but they are lovely to look at 
on what is now a dull and wet day. 

In our dark days Jesus is still beautiful, still alive, still with us so 
that we can look at the darkness without fear because with him 
there is nothing we face that cannot be overcome in the power 
of his grace an love which means in the depths we find peace 
and in the highs joy beyond measure. 

TRUST ME - I AM A SINNER I KNOW THESE THINGS!. 

In these days he brightens my breathing and shows me the 
hope ahead lit by his light.     

Have a great Easter and April 

Love Jerry 
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Monday evening Housegroup:  12th & 26th April 8pm at 
“Copper Beech”, Spa Road, Feering (Christine Saffell’s home).  
Led by Trevor Andrews this will be a Bible Study evening 
looking at the book of Acts.  Everyone is very welcome.  We will 
meet fortnightly. 

Little Lambs: Every Thursday 10.30 am in the Church followed 
by tea/coffee in the halls.  All mums and toddlers welcome. 

Holdfast Credit Union – Open Thursdays 
10.30am – 12.00pm in the entrance lobby.  An 
ideal way to save and help others. 
 

Womens Fellowship: Thursdays at 2.30pm. April 8th speaker is 

Mrs Parker & 22nd April is David Scott. 

Home Prayer Group: 2nd & 4th Thursday of the month 8pm at 

Rose & John Loy’s (150 High Street, Kelvedon tel: 570200). 

Church Meeting:  Sunday 18th April following on from morning 

worship.  Please make every effort to stay for the meeting.  N.B.: 
Parents are responsible for their own children if they are staying 
for the meeting.  Please ensure children are supervised by an 
adult. 

Fair Trade: 

There will be a Fair Trade stall with a small 
selection of cards, foodstuffs and craft items in the 
main hall after the service on the 4th Sunday of each 
month. 

 
The Farleigh Hospice mobile bus 
will be in the Labour Club car 
park on Thursday  29th April 
10.30am – 2.30pm.  
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Preaching Plan for April: 

 
Friday 2nd April 
(Good Friday) 

10.00am : Trevor Andrews 

 Organist: Tony Kent 

   

4th April 
(Easter Sunday) 

10.30am : Rev Jerry Priest  (communion) 
Reception of new Members 

 Organist: David Scott 

   

11th April 10.30am : Rev Jerry Priest  

  Tony Kent 

 4.00pm Ecumenical Service @ URC 
(Café Church) 

   

18th April  10.30am : Rev Jerry Priest 

 Organist: Music/singing group 

   

25th April 10.30am Jim Hyde 

 Organist David Scott 

 

Please pray for those leading worship elsewhere during April: 

11th April : Trevor Andrews @ Dunmow URC 
25th April : Trevor Andrews @ Writtle URC 
 

Duties: Duty Elder Welcome Tea & Coffee 
4th April Harvey Brian Chittock Andrea & Harvey 

11th April    Christine Pauline Elliott Lea & Ernie 

18th April Trevor John Allard Janet D/Emily 

25th April David John Stapley Pauline/Dorothy 
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Easter Walk of Witness:  Saturday 3rd April 

As in previous years, we shall be meeting 
up with others from the Parish Church & 
the Roman Catholic Church to walk from 
the Roman Catholic Church to the One 
Stop Shop.  Please meet at 10am for this 
year’s “Walk of Witness”.  Please do come 
along if you are able. 

******** 

 
It will be Joan Dale’s 80th birthday on 
Sunday 18th April.  There will be a 
birthday tea in her honour at the Church 
from 3.30pm on this Sunday.   

If you would like to join us in wishing Joan 
a very Happy Birthday, please let Janet or 
Andrea know as soon as possible to 
assist in the catering.  (If anyone has 2-

tier cake stands we could borrow, please let us know) 

Joan has requested that should you wish to make a gift, please 
could this be in the form of a donation to MacMillan Cancer 
Support – a basket will be available on the day.   

******* 

Congratulations:  to Catherine and 
Rajesh Patel on the birth of their son, 
Ravi on Friday 5th March – a full 6 
weeks early.   

We look forward to seeing him grow in 
our Church family over the coming 
months.

80th 
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Sending Prayers Round the World 

This year’s Women’s World Day of Prayer service, prepared by 
Cameroonian women, flowed along especially well.  Thank you 
everybody for joining in so heartily, and thank you, Rose Loy, for 
putting up banners, beautiful throws and other stuff to increase 
the Third World feel.  thank you, David Scott for playing the 
organ and piano, and thank you people who shook tambourines, 
rattles, etc.  Thank you, Mrs V. Solis, for speaking so lucidly on 
this year’s theme of “Let everything that has breath praise God” 
– and thank you to her baby who was quietly good as gold.  The 
final hymn was appropriately, “The day Thou gavest, Lord, is 
ended ... The voice of prayer is never silent, Nor dies the strain 
of praise away”.  The service was, as always, an ecumenical 
event, and afterwards with tea / coffee / cake there was a fine 
crescendo of ecumenical female chatter.  The offering totalled 
£76.75.  Next year it will be the Kelvedon Catholics’ turn to be 
host church. 

June Allard 

******* 

Prayer Chain: 

If you have any requests or concerns that 
you want to share on the Prayer Chain, 
please contact Trevor or Janet via 
telephone or e-mail and we will pass the 
message through the Prayer Chain for 
others to add their prayers for whatever it is 
that concerns you. 

The requests for prayers will initially go out 
on e-mail, but for those without e-mail, someone will ring 
through the request for prayers. 

If you would like to join the prayer chain, please speak to Janet 
or Trevor (tel: 571978 / e-mail:Trevorjanet@curlew15nest.fsnet.co.uk.) 
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Ladies Pyjama’s Needed: 

Cry in the Dark are asking for your help to 
provide Pyjama's for the young people at Casa 
Lumina. If you wish to buy for a specific young 

person please let contact Cry in the Dark (0208 661 5333) and 
we will tell you their size and favourite colour, if you do not mind 
which young person, then sizes 12-16 long sleeve Pyjamas are 
needed please.  

Lea Finch has kindly offered to collect any pyjamas you may 
wish to donate.  Monetary donations can either be sent direct to 
the charity (PO Box 271, Carshalton) or given to Lea. 

Cry in the Dark is one of our chosen charities for 2010 so please 
do help if you are able to. 

******* 

Dates for your diary: 

10th April & 15th May – Working party at the 
Church to clear up around the grounds & 
perimeter of the Church & graveyard from 
9.30am.   

If you are at all able, please endeavour to 
come on at least one of the above dates. 
Please do not leave it all to the same few 
people.  There are a variety of tasks, 
including “snipping” overgrown branches – not all the work 
involves heavy lifting & we generally have a good time.  Please 
bring garden implements & brooms!   

******** 

Deadline for the May Magazine: Saturday, 17th April. 
Please give items for inclusion to Trevor or Janet Andrews or e-
mail them to: magazine@kelvedon-urc.org.uk. 
 

 

mailto:magazine@kelvedon-urc.org.uk
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Easter Experience: 

Easter 2009 brought me several blessings; I was unexpectedly 
offered the opportunity to travel to Cumbria to visit my daughter 
and her family.  (This is a rare treat for me these days)  We were 
to travel by car, my daughter’s best friend from her school days, 
and myself sharing the driving – approx 350 miles each way (far 
too much for me to attempt on my 
own nowadays).   

We had a wonderful weekend; we 
climbed up beside a waterfall (a 
bit slippery), and were told not to 
go too near the edge Mum, or 
you’ll end up in the waterfall.  We 
walked around one of the many 
beautiful lakes called “Tarn 
Hows”.  On the Saturday we visited a Heavy Horse Centre 
where you can go out and ride one of these magnificent horses 
on a 4-hour ride around one of the lakes.  I loved being able to 
be near these wonderful, powerful animals.  But NO I didn’t take 
a ride, for me I would need handlebars and a bell, and definitely 
some kind of brake system. (Not my idea of “fun”).   

Then it was Easter Sunday, starting at 6am, a daybreak service 
for all churches in the area, held in the local park.   This was 
followed by breakfast together.  The main Church service 
started at 10.30am followed by a “bring and share” lunch 
supplied by members and friends of the Church. 

The service was very similar in content to many other Churches 
– we sang a few hymns and watched a video of the Easter 
Story.  The Bible reading was John Ch 20 vs 1 – 19.  The 
Minister read alternate verses and members of the congregation 
were invited to read a verse as they felt willing to do.  Many 
different members read their one verse, the minister reading the 
next.  Apparently this is often done at Millom Church, to enable 
members to help take part in the service.  The Minister then 
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preached the sermon on the Bible reading: how Mary had been 
upset to find the stone had been rolled away from the place 
where Jesus had been laid.   

We were told the stone had NOT been rolled away to let Jesus 
out (as that would have not been necessary).  It had been 
removed for us to look in and see that Jesus had risen, to 
ensure you and me eternal life. 

We then took communion, led by my daughter and her husband.  
We were asked when we came forward to take communion, if 
we would like to take a pebble (approx 3” x 2”) from the basket 
to help us remember the story of the stone that was rolled away 
for us to look in, not for Jesus to come out.  It’s only a pebble 
from the beach, but I still have my pebble and can hold it and be 
reminded that Jesus is there for me in times of trouble and will 
always listen to our prayers. 

Having been taken to Church by my parents, gone through Girls 
Brigade and attended different Churches in various areas I have 
lived, I must say I was very blessed by my visit to Cumbria and 
my Pebble is still here to remind me that whatever happens in 
my life, Jesus is there to listen to me and to you, and he will 
welcome you in; the doorway is open, are you going in? 

Peace be with you. 

Pauline Elliott 

****** 

Would Jesus Vote? 

It seems a daft question.  We live in a modern democracy and 
are used to elections.  Jesus on earth was in the ancient, 
colourful and bloody Roman Empire where government was by 
aristocracy, a word which means rule by the best people and in 
practice meant by those with wealth and military might. 

The politics of being Emperor was to send soldiers to foreign 
wars, from which they returned to parade in triumph through 
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Rome with loot including slaves.  “Bread and circuses” kept 
ordinary Romans compliant – food for the poor, games and 
spectaculars for general entertainment.  Rulers of subject states 
could carry on, provided they could maintain order and Rome 
receive taxes.  Rome came down heavily on anybody who 
rebelled. 

How did Jesus react to this set-up?  He didn’t kick the Romans 
out, as many Jews expected a Messiah would.  Instead he said: 
pay the tax.  Roman soldiers had the right to have their 
equipment carried for them through Jewish neighbourhoods by 
as many locals as was necessary.  Jesus said this should be 
done willingly and to the extent of carrying equipment an extra 
mile.   

But what if Jesus was on earth here and now?  Modern 
politicians’ basic wiles are not completely dissimilar to the 
Roman. 

Britain is no longer an Empire, and many of us are uneasy about 
foreign wars.  At present in the House of Commons the names 
of service personnel killed in Afghanistan are regularly and 
solemnly read out.  The Government has had to allow formal 
enquiries into possible improprieties regarding the attack on 
Iraq.  Gordon Brown and David Cameron pose with soldiers (as 
well as nurses and school-children) to appear caring.  As to 
“bread and circuses”, welfare payments are spread widely.  “The 
Government must do more!” is nevertheless a constant cry.  
Subsidies go to Olympics and other sporting, social and cultural 
activities.  Television keeps folk sedentary and preoccupied with 
trivialities.   

Churches piously advise voters at General Elections to ignore 
what is to their individual advantage in favour of what is needed 
for Britain as a whole.  Last year Barack Obama became USA 
President (the nearest thing to a modern Emperor) and said: 
“On this day, we come to proclaim an end to petty grievances 
and false promises, the recriminations and worn-out dogmas 
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that for far too long have strangled our politics... We remain a 
young nation, but in the words of Scripture the time has come to 
set aside childish things”. 

Obama can make a speech like this with a Biblical twang and an 
appeal to idealism, but politics, like any other human 
undertaking, has a persistently grubby side.  In Britain, 
politicians and journalists are the least respected of professional 
people according to opinion polls, while doctors are the most 
respected.  Do you have any ideas why? 

Last Easter in an article I contrasted Obama arriving at a 
London conference, with armoured limousine and 500 advisers 
and bodyguards, and Jesus riding on a donkey into Jerusalem 
with 12 disciples.  On trial before Pilate the Roman governor, 
Jesus declared: “My kingdom does not belong to this world”.  
Jesus is deeper than politics and probes into human souls and 
God and eternity. 

Do you think Jesus would vote?  I don’t – but I think as citizens 
we should do so.  Personally I’d go for a party and leader ready 
to admit that their power is limited, that they have to manoeuvre 
among huge pressures inside and outside the national 
boundaries, and that their trustworthiness is no better than their 
rivals”.  However, politicians are as likely to be as frank and 
honest as that, as we voters are to earning politicians’ respect 
by really growing up and being balanced and reasonable in our 
demands. 

(I’ve written my personal opinion.  You may think I’m too cynical.  
If so, remember the editors always welcome contributions to this 
magazine.) 

John Allard 
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South Woodham Ferrers 

Male Voice Choir 
 

Saturday 17th April 
 

          7.30pm 
 

        at Kelvedon U.R.C. 
 

to raise funds for improvements to  
       The Kelvedon Institute 
 
Tickets are £7.50 each available from The 
Master Butcher or Jeremy Doughton on 
07742532192 

 

 

 

FEERING  &  KELVEDON  GARDEN  CLUB 

RHS Affiliated Society No. 10545127 

For those of you who have never been to our Garden Club, our 
meetings are held in Kelvedon Institute on the first Tuesday in each 
month.  They normally start at 20:00 with an admission of £1:00 for 
Non-members   There is always a raffle, a  50-50 stall, a Flower of the 
Month competition and refreshments, which are free. We usually have 
speaker who gives a talk of general gardening interest, which makes it 
appealing to both the novice and the experienced gardener. The 
speaker at our May meeting will be talking about hardy bulbs 
throughout the year. 

We were all inspired by our March speaker who gave a talk about 
RHS garden Hyde Hall and we have a club outing planned to visit 
Hyde Hall on July 18th. There are coach pickups from Feering and 



 13 

Kelvedon and all are welcome to join us provided there are places left 
on the coach. Please contact our Outings Secretary on 01376 
570159 if you would like to come along or if you want more 
information. 

Ruth Kent 

******** 

Synod Theological Reflection Group 

Tuesday 27th April  

at Stowupland URC 

This is the second of an occasional meeting to discuss different 
theological issues connected to the United Reformed Church. 

This meeting is open to you all and as at the previous meeting, 
its intention is to provide space and opportunity to develop our 
thinking on topics of the day. 

This day will be led by Revd David Vincent on Atonement: In 
what sense did Jesus die ‘for our sins’? for details of the day 
please go to the Notice Board on the URC website www.urc-
eastern.org.uk.  

Participants will need to register ahead of time in order to 
receive the reading material. 

If you do wish to go and do not have access to a computer, 
please speak to one of the Elders who all have computers and 
will be happy to help. 

******* 

“From Little Acorns...!” 
Do we sometimes wonder how effective our prayers are?  Are we 
easily tempted to give up praying every day for a week about 
something ~ let alone praying for a year?  The conference I went to on 
6th March in Witham really encouraged me to keep on praying!   

The speaker told us that over 50 years ago, an elderly lady in New 
Jersey, USA, had been praying for the local high school for 15 years. 

http://www.urc-eastern.org.uk/
http://www.urc-eastern.org.uk/
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She also prayed especially for one, unruly lad she spotted ~ heading 
for trouble with the police.  Later, she gave him a New Testament 
which he began to read.  The love and truth of Jesus touched him and 
he gave his life to God and asked Jesus to be his Lord.  Very soon, 
many other young people became Christians in this school. 

The young man had a burning concern for the poor and those who 
didn’t know the freedom from guilt and hopelessness which only Jesus 
brings.  He took some friends with him in an old van and they began to 
share the Good News in parts of Mexico.  And that is how the 
international mission agency, Operation Mobilisation (O M) was born.  
The lad was the speaker, George Verwer, who has been serving his 
Lord ever since! 
 

 

Today, O M has 5,500 workers in over 110 countries.  Last year, over 
5,000 young people aged 12 – 17 just from the UK went to a massive 
youth conference in Germany.  George, now 71, has passed on the 
baton of leading O M but he still gives his time to “Special Projects” 
not part of O M’s  general work.  Last year he took more than 335 
meetings in 20 countries ~ not bad for an OAP! 
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Just one of O M’s ministries has been the ships ministry.  Logos, and 
now Logos Hope and Doulos (which was the world’s oldest passenger 
vessel still in use) have been used as floating Christian and 
educational book exhibition and conference centres plus the crew 
providing medical and work teams where they docked.  In its lifetime 
Logos saw more than 13 million people go through its exhibitions or 
conferences ~ one of whom was me! 

In about 1980, I took my elderly, next door neighbour, Miss Vi Shelley 
from the old Chemist’s shop, to visit the Logos when it docked in 
London.  She was thrilled to see all that the young, multi-national crew 
were doing.  Today, millions of people around the world are thankful 
for the Gospel, training, or fellowship brought to them through 
Operation Mobilisation and its founder, George Verwer.  Not many of 
them know the old lady where all of this amazing work and vision 
started ~ I don’t know her name, but she is a real inspiration to us all~ 
not to be daunted by how big, difficult or unlikely the subject for prayer 
may be~ and to keep on praying!  You never know what fantastic 
things the Lord will do in the world~ just through your prayers! 

   Rose Loy 

 


