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My Dear Friends,

Well here we are! Already January has flown and what a
dramatic month with snow and ice here, heat waves and drought
on the other side of the world and of course the terrible disaster
in Haiti.

In other words we split the year into seasons but the cycle of life
continues uninterrupted with people all over the world opening
their eyes each day to the same challenges etc as the day
before.

As we visited the area of New Zealand where our son lives, and
also Cairns in Northern Queensland, | was struck by the fact that
for those around us the daily routine was so similar to ours and
the society as godless as our own.

However it was great to see signs of Jesus, not least hymns
coming over the sound system in a shopping precinct!

| realized again how lucky | am that Jesus opened my eyes to
what | needed to really live and how much as a result | need to
share what | have that others can find life.

Our next celebration is the climax of the Christian year Easter,
and | look forward to sharing the time with you between now and
then so that we can prepare ourselves for renewal and hopefully
help someone else to find the reality of Jesus in their life for
perhaps the first time.

February is traditionally a low point in many peoples year so let
us make an effort to show that with Jesus the only low points are
when we push him away and when he is close every day is a
blessing.

Love Jerry



Monday evening Housegroup: 1% & 15" February 8pm at
ACopper Beecho, Spa Road, Feerir
Led by Trevor Andrews this will be a Bible Study evening

looking at the Book of Acts. Everyone is very welcome. We will

meet fortnightly.

Little Lambs: Every Thursday 10.30 am in the Church followed
by tea/coffee in the halls. All mums and toddlers welcome.

Holdfast Credit Union i Open Thursdays
10.30ami 12.00pm in the entrance lobby. An
[[ToLbrasT]| ideal way to save and help others.

Womens Fellowship: Thursdays at 2.30pm. 11" February will
be a Members Meeting, 25™ February speaker is John Allard.

Home Prayer Group: 2" & 4™ Thursday of the month 8pm at
Rose & John Loyds ( dob@l:5A02@Ph St r e

Joint Elders Meeting: Thursday 11" February 7pm.

Church Meeting & AGM: Sunday 14" February following
morning worship. Thiswillthenb e f ol | owed by a |
meal.

The Bigger Breakfast : Saturday 6" February 8am at St Mary
Immaculate Roman Catholic Church.

Fair Trade:

There will be a Fair Trade stall with a small
selection of cards, foodstuffs and craft items in the
main hall after the service on the 4™ Sunday of each
month.

FAIRTRADE

The Farleigh Hospice mobile bus
will be in the Labour Club car park

%farleigh hOSDiCE‘ on Thursday 18™ February from
aingforlife  10.30am 1 2.30pm.



Preaching Plan for February:

7" February 10.30am :
14" February ~ 10.30am:
Organist:
21° February ~ 10.30am :
(1% Sunday in
Lent)
4.00pm
28" February  10.30am:
Organist:

Rev Jerry Priest

Music/singing group

Rev Jerry Priest (communion)

Tony Kent

Rev Jerry Priest
Music/singing group

Ecumenical Service a t St

Parish Church, Kelvedon

Jim Hyde
David Scott

Please also pray for those leading worship elsewhere during

February:

7" February: Trevor Andrews at Gt Totham URC
21° February: Trevor Andrews at Howe Green URC

Duties: | Duty Elder Welcome Tea & Coffee
7" Feb John Lynn Hyde Janet & Emily
14" Feb | Lea June Allard Pauline & Dorothy
21 Feb | David Daphne Adams | Lynn & Jim Hyde
28" Feb Harvey Brian Chittock | Andrea & Harvey




Sunday Lunches:
YOU are invited to Sund

' The next lunches will be on 28" February & 28" March. If you

would like to attend please give your name to Andrea or Janet.
You wi || then receive a writt

: forthcoming lunches.

| It is hoped to give everyone the chance to get to know one

i another and enjoy the fellowship of a shared meal over the

i winter months. If you sit by someone new to the fellowship, why
. not invite them along and get to know them better?

' There will be a suggested contribution of £4 towards the cost of
i meal.

Andrea : 571718 Janet : 571978

Fair Trade Fortnight : 22 " February i 7 March

I‘Al {TRADE
RTNIGHT

S10

FAIRTRADE

For this year's Fairtrade Fortnight
we're asking the nation to join in The Big Swap. For two whole
weeks why not swap your usual stuff for Fairtrade stuff. Your
usual bananas for Fairtrade bananas, your usual cotton socks
for Fairtrade cotton socks, and your usual cuppa for a Fairtrade
cuppa. This means that every time you go shopping, you can

use your wallet to make a stand.
5




Thank you:

Thank you to everyone who supported the Carol Services last
year . Cheques for A250 were
Darkd and AHand in Hando, our
and letters of thanks have been received from both charities.

Hand in Hand state that our generosity will enable most of the
electrical work at New Hope on the IT/Homework room to be
carried out. This will make an enormous difference when
complete. At present many of the children get up at 4am and
walk several miles to school to do homework before lessons as
there is not sufficient space or facilities at the home.

*kkkkkkk

Benin Christian Fellowship:

Many of us have been busy knitting for premature babies and
toddlers and several large bags of knitted goods have been
passed on to the Benin Christian Fellowship based in Thorpe le
Soken. The December newsletter gives details of the recent trip
to Benin with the knitted goods & monetary donations which pay
for medical assistance for the most needy cases. Please do
take a few minutes to read the Newsletter which is on the notice
board in the main hall.

Please also continue to knit for the premature babies. If you
need wool, please do let me know and | will organise some for
you. Thank you for your continued support.

Janet Andrews
*kkkkk
Do not forget to do good and to share with others,
for wich such sacrifices God is pleased.
Hebrews 13 vs 16

or
ck



How Much Are Our Children Worth?

AMy | ittle treasurel o Ever he
Many today make a huge investment in their children ~ in time,
effort and money. The
telegraph.co.uk website gives
the cost for 2009 of bringing
up a child through university
to 21 at £194,000!!

Time and money are
invested even before birth. All
the Aessenti al so
nursery, clothes and toys
must be assembled and
antenatal classes and health appointments ensure the best
possible start.

The small child then needs friends and educational toys ~ at
Little Lambs or similar groups! Soon they are off to school ~ =
uniforms, school trips, parties and presents. As they grow, more
extra-curricular clubs and activities are needed. So, time, effort
and more money are spent
cramming in sport, scouts
or guides, etc to ensure
they dondt mi

Later, pressure mounts
to buy the latest gadgets for
study, provide foreign
educational trips and the
best work experience.
Social life is now complex
and demanding, requiring a freqt

After all this investment, maybe the child will be
Afsuccessful .o They may be weal't
afford some of what they want. Hopefully, all this may provide
happiness! But, where will it end? Death! We all die and we
cand6t take anything with us. N C
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or shares will go with us into eternity. Will the children we know
be prepared? How much time, effort and money was invested in
their spiritual direction to

bring them to heaven, not
hell?

Do we take what Jesus
sai d seriously
them, OLet the
come to me, and do not
hinder them, for the kingdom e |
of God belongstosucha s t h €Makk 10ovD4) Jesus also
said, nADo not store up for your s
moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.

But store up for yourselves treasure in heaven...For where your

treasure is, there yourhear t  wi | | (Matthewablv $9d .21
Jesus continues on the Sermon on the Mount,i Don &t worr
Ai...do not worry about your | i fe

about your body, what you will wear... for the pagans run after

all these things, and your Heavenly Father knows that you need

them. But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all
these things wild.l b(Mattigeive 25, 32 & vy C
33)

What is the very best we can give the children we know?
Twenty-five minutes of teaching, prayer and discussion once a
week in Junior Church is
hardly any spiritual input, but
itis a start.

They need to know the
Lord Jesus as their Saviour
and friend, His love, presence
and comfort through the

i : storms of life, to be filled with
His Iove and joy, to see the Lord use their lives to bless others
and to be certain they have eternal life with Him in heaven,
whenever they may die.

Rose Loy



Sisters Imaginary and Real:

My brother and | were the firstgrand-c hi | dr en, and i
were much fussed over, especially by the younger, unmarried

aunts. Mum was the eldest of a family of six sisters i no sons!

Aunt Bunny (real name: Ivy) would sing and chat to us, and on

of her favourite subjects was t6F
American Louisa May Alcott.

Bunny, Il think, saw a kind of dr
March sisters and her and her sisters. In both cases the father

goes away to war, the March father to the American Civil War
(186116 5) and Bunnyo6s and MundMar f at
(1914-18), leaving the family to struggle along without him.

The financial circumstances are different, of course. The

Marches are genteel poor, while the real family are proper poor,
the fatherdés civilian job Mneing
the book the next-door neighbours are a wealthy old gentleman

Mr Laurence and his grandson nicknamed Laurie, the latter the
same age 15 as Jo, the tomboy and would-be writer among the

four March sisters. The eldest sister is pretty Meg aged 16, Jo

is second, and then there is shy, musical Beth 13 and artistic

Amy 12.

The book is full of amusing and dramatic incidents. The

dialogue and the relations between the sisters are convincing.

They are close, with just the rare upset, like when Jo and Laurie

go skating. Laurie warns Jo to keep to the edge because the ice

in the middle is thin. Jo is cross with Amy for pestering to come
with them, doesndt make certain
goes through the ice, nearly drowns. Jo is very remorseful.

Mother, called Marmee, comforts her by revealing she herself

gets angry sometimes and suppresses it and she will help Jo

control her temper.

Anot her i ncident has Meg and Jo

party. t hereds a pr obtmanmkatthe J o 6 s

back, so she stands against a we
9



takes her into the lobby and they have a romping dance by
themselves. A particularly memorable incident to Aunt bunny
was Jo selling her beautiful long, chestnut-brown hair to a
barber, to help pay for Marmee to travel to a distant hospital
where the father is. Father recovers.

A few years pass. Laurieds tutoc
Me g . Laurie thinks 1t0os hilarioc
want things to change, she wants things to stay as they are.

Beth catches Scarl et Fever and c
proposal, and leaves home to work in a city boarding house, and

falls for an eccentric, older German immigrant professor. Laurie
marries Amy, and he and Jo are reconciled as loving brother

and sister. After the heartache and changes, the story settles to

a neat, satisfying finish.

I n real i fe, my Mu m, Bunny and
wel | . Their father was gassed i
many years afterwards. No sister died prematurely, but not all

the marriages were happy.

Have you a favourite story? Aur
a lot to her at that time. Stories can contain an element of wish-
fulfilment in addition to giving excitement, reassurance and

inspiration. The traditional stories of the Australian Aborigines

are set in Athe Dreamti meo. The
the dream of the ancient Jews of becoming a great nation and

an example to the world, while to Christians the New Testament

is the dream of a Messiah come t

John Allard

P.S. The Irwin sisters trooping in for our Morning Service slightly
remind me of the Marches. | 6m t
on25"February about ALi t opulafictéa me n
and their authors.

1C



Thank you: Thank you to all those kind friends and neighbours
who have called during the wintry weather to see if we were all
right and if we needed anything. Itis so great to belong to a
Church family that cares, so once again, many thanks to you all.
May God bless you all.

Joyce Whiterod & Helen Skingle

*kkkkkhkkikk

Deadline for the March Magazine: Saturday, 20" February.
Please give items for inclusion to Trevor or Janet Andrews or e-
mail them to: magazine@kelvedon-urc.org.uk.

*kkkkkkkk

REVERENDFUN.COM RIGHT G, INC

Thanlks to Fam Winn 03-14-2008
GOD GAVE YOU FREE WILL ... THE ITY DID
NOT

Copyright Gospel Communications International, Inc - www.reverendfun.com
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St Maryods Pa+lLet GourGdh ur
201071 Prayer

PLEASE NOTE NOW TO BE HOSTED
AT KELVEDON URC

The theme for our Lent Course at St
Maryob6s this year i s pt
learning together how to weave prayer

into our daily lives. We would love to

extend a warm welcome to our

Ecumenical friends from the other

churches, it would be so helpful to learn about the different ways

of prayer which the different churches follow.

If you wonder sometimes how to pray, this course is for you.

Although there are no right or wrong ways to pray and no one

can claim to be an exifwecanfindigor ay e
way to pray which suits our own personality. We are told that
prayer is just Atalking to Godo,
comes easily, we often find that talking to God does not. In

these five sessions we will explore together some different ways

of praying.

The course will be on Tuesday evenings in Lent from 8.00pm to
9.30 p.m. in the St Maryods churc
be on 23" February, then 2" March, 9" March, 16™ March and

the final one on 23" March. There is a book which

accompanies the course and the cost is £3.99. If you would like

me to get you a copy of the book, please could you let me know

by 12" February.

If you can't manage them all, you don't have to come every
session. It would be really helpful if you could let me know if
you are likely to come so | know how many people | need to
prepare for.

Sarah Openshaw (tel: 01376 570381)
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Tiptree Choral Society
Favourite

Choral Moments
Bach Faure, Hande! Vivaldi and more!

Saturday 20th March
7:30 pm
St Luke's Church, Tiptree

Tickets £9 TeI191206 734540



