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My dear friends 
 
At long last the Winter is releasing its grip and the land is 
beginning to burst with life and such is the vibrancy of this 
that not only are our eyes delighted by the colours and hues 
spreading before us, the scents which rise from the new 
growth are just wonderful for us to inhale. 
 
Would it not be wonderful if the church of Jesus could come 
to life as the land does. The sun a mighty force warms the 
soil but Gods Holy Spirit which is much more powerful fires 
the church of his Son and if those who are in it allow 
themselves to bask in this power then far from getting burnt 
or contracting cancer they will find themselves lifted up 
above the toils and traumas of life into new horizons of hope 
and anticipation. 
 
In May at Pentecost we celebrated the moment when Gods 
spirit released through Jesus came in power to those who 
believed and changed their lives for ever.   
 
2000 years later this gift of power is still on offer. To receive it 
all we have to do is believe in Jesus as the Son of God and 
follow him. As we listen and open like the flowers of nature 
we can receive this gift for the first time or continue for all our 
days to revel in its unrelenting flow which reveals every day 
the abilities we have to breathe the things of God through 
Christ Jesus his son. 
 
In his name I wish you every blessing as you open, flower 
and revel.     
 
Love Jerry   
 



 3 

Monday evening Housegroup:  7th & 21st June  8pm at 

ñCopper Beechò, Spa Road, Feering (Christine Saffellôs 
home).  Led by Trevor Andrews this will be a Bible Study 
evening looking at the book of Acts.  Everyone is very 
welcome.  We will meet fortnightly. 

Little Lambs: Every Thursday 10.30 am in the Church 
followed by tea/coffee in the halls.  All mums and toddlers 
welcome. 

Holdfast Credit Union ï Open Thursdays 
10.30am ï 12.00pm in the entrance lobby.  
An ideal way to save and help others. 
 

Womens Fellowship: Thursdays at 2.30pm.   There will be 
a members meeting on 10th June and the AGM tea on 24th 
June (please note 4pm start for the AGM). 

Home Prayer Group: 2nd & 4th Thursday of the month 8pm 

at Rose & John Loyôs (150 High Street, Kelvedon tel: 
570200). 

Church Meeting:  Sunday 6th June after morning worship.  
This will be a very short meeting. 

The Bigger Breakfast : Saturday 5th June 8am at St Mary 
Immaculate Roman Catholic Church.  Everyone is welcome. 

Fair Trade: 

There will be a Fair Trade stall with a small 
selection of cards, foodstuffs and craft items in 
the main hall after the service on the 4th Sunday 
of each month. 

 

The Farleigh Hospice mobile 
bus will be in the Labour Club 
car park on Thursday 10th 
June       10.30am ï 2.30pm.  
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Preaching Plan for June: 

 
6th June 10.30am : Rev Jerry Priest  

 Organist: Tony Kent 

   

 3.00pm: Special service of thanksgiving 
for those who wish to light a 
candle in memory of a loved one 

   

13th June 10.30am : Rev Leonard Phelps  
(communion) 

  Music/singing Group 

   

20th June 10.30am : Rev Jerry Priest 

  Music/singing Group 

 4.00pm Ecumenical Service at Feering 
Mission 

   

27th June 10.30am : Jim Hyde 

 Organist: Music/singing group 

 

Please pray for those preaching elsewhere during June: 

6th June : Trevor Andrews is at Danbury URC 

27th June : Trevor Andrews is at Bocking URC 

 

Duties: Duty Elder Welcome Tea & Coffee 

6th June John Peter/Daphne Lea & Ernie 

13th June Trevor Brian Chittock Pauline/Dorothy 

20th June Harvey Jim Hyde Lynn & Jim Hyde 

27th June David John Allard Janet & Andrea 
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 Light a Candle at    
 

A Service of Thanksgiving   
 

Sunday 6th June 2010 at 3.00pm 
 

Kelvedon U.R.C. 
 

Organised by Rev Jerry Priest & 
Janet Davies 

 
 

for families who have lost a loved one recently or in the 
distant past who wish to óLight a Candleô in their memory. 

 

 

 

Thank you to all those who sponsored Lea, 
Ernie, Trevor, Janet and of course Jerry, to 
cycle from Ipswich to Colchester for the 
Teenage Cancer Trust.  Over £1,700 has 
been raised from the cycle ride so far for this 
very worthwhile cause. 
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Thank you: 

I would like to express my thanks and gratitude to everyone 
who made my eightieth birthday such an enjoyable event.  
My special thanks go to Janet & Trevor and Andrea & 
Harvey who organised the party and made it a memorable 
day for me.  The little poem is one that I wrote a long time 
ago, but I think it fits the occasion for me. 

Joan Dale 

Friendship means so much to us  

How empty life would be  

If no one called to say òhelloó 

And share that cup of tea.  

A little ne ws or cheery smile,  

They brighten up the day  

To sit and talk of this and that  

Before they are on their way.  

At times when help is needed,  

You will find them always there,  

However small the task may be,  

No matter what or where.  

Some friendships last a life time,  

Others for just a while,  

But all of them of value  

No matter what rank or file.  

So treasure friendship old and new  

Take care donõt let them die, 

However rich that one may be  

It is something money just canõt buy. 
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Hymn-singing Boyo from Wales 

Smaller countries are more passionate and proud than the 
larger, at least in Britain.  The Welsh find an outlet for 
patriotic emotions in singing and rugby, while the Scots have 
bagpipes, haggis and the poet ñRabbieò Burns.  The English 
seem content with touristy things like country cottages and 
Londonôs cosmopolitan busyness, Big Ben and past glories. 

Aled Jones is among the current 
Welsh light classical singers, along 
with Bryn Terfel and the dazzlingly 
pretty Katherine Jenkins.  Before 
these there was Charlotte Church.  
Aled, like Charlotte, was famous 
even as a youngster.  In his new 
book ñForty Favourite Hymnsò, Aled 
recalls singing ñDear Lord and 
Father of Mankindò for an album in a 
church.  A van was outside with 
recording equipment.  Aled thought 
his voice wasnôt quite right, but over 

the inter-com he was assured it was OK and to carry on, 
although, unbeknown to him, his mother and the engineers 
were in tears.  His voice had broken. 

He studied at the Royal Academy of Music and re-emerged, 
not only as an adult professional singer, but as a TV and 
radio personality.  Heôs been a presenter on TVôs ñSongs of 
Praiseò for over eight years, and does a lot of radio, including 
a musical chat show for Radio Wales. 

Aled is naturally inclined to chubbiness, but he really 
slimmed down in 2004 when in the TV competition ñStrictly 
Come Dancingò.  He was rehearsing dances by day as well 
as dashing off to venues around Britain on a 45 evening 
concerts tour.    Every concert opened in darkness with Aled 
singing unaccompanied the first verse of ñLead Kindly Lightò.  
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Then he walked on stage as lights brightened and full 
accompaniment gradually grew.  That particular hymn has 
been criticised as sentimental.  Aled confesses that he can 
be very emotional, and he has performed with tears in his 
eyes if a close friend or family member had died.   

He is always keen on stressing a hymnôs meaning, to the 
extent of making minor alterations.  He adds an extra ñBe 
stillò at the end of ñBe still for the presence of the Lordò.  In 
ñHow Great Thou Artò, his top favourite, he omits verse 2 
referring to ñforest gladesò and ñmountain grandeurò, moving 
straight to a tenderly sung verse 3 ñGod, His Son not 
sparingò, belting out verse 4 and the final chorus. 

Hymn passages dealing with suffering he sings simply and 
gently.  The whole of ñNearer My God to Theeò is best sung 
this way.  It is elementary advice but ordinary church-goers 
donôt follow it sometimes, do we?  The book has plenty of 
information about how the hymns included came to be 
written, and there are often amusing reminiscences of Aledôs 
childhood and of his career.  ñIn Christ Aloneò and ñShine, 
Jesus Shineò he hails as modern classics.  Writing the latter, 
Graham Kendrick had no trouble with the verses but was 
stuck for months trying to think up the chorus. 

Aled loves ñWhat a Friend we have in Jesusò because it 
depicts Jesus as ña mate as opposed to a king-like 
reverential figureò.  Tommies in the first World War put their 
own words to the tune ï ñWhen this lousy war is over / No 
more soldering for me....ò  Another hymn ñHoly, Holy, Holyò 
became ñRaining, raining, raining / Always bloody raining....ò 

More recently, pressure groups have changed ñOnward 
Christian Soldiersò to ñOnward, Christian homos / Marching 
out with prideò and ñOnward, Christian pilgrims/ Working hard 
for peaceò.  Serious-minded pop star Billy Bragg changed ñI 
Vow to Thee my Countryò to a recital of Labour Party 
slogans.  Elvis Presley had recording hits, not altering the 
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words but performing in his own style, with ñHow Great Thou 
Artò, ñAmazing Graceò, ñOld Rugged Crossò and ñBattle 
Hymn of the Republicò.  Aled relishes singing, with 
thousands of Welshmen, at international rugby matches: 
ñGuide Me, O Thou Great Redeemerò (based on Old 
Testamentôs Exodus Ch. 13 ï 17). 

Not everyone will be comfortable with every non-church use 
of hymns, though itôs rather charming that Aledôs young 
daughter Emilia sings ñAll Things Bright and Beautifulò in the 
shower.  The chief pleasure of his book is reading again the 
words of the selected hymns and having the wonderful tunes 
come so effortlessly into our heads while doing so.  Iôm 
passing ñForty Favourite Hymnsò to Jim Hyde for our Church 
library.  Why not give it a go? 

John Allard 

******* 
 

It will be Marian Chineryôs 80th birthday 
on Sunday 27th June.  She would like 
to invite all her Church family to join 
her and her family for a birthday lunch 
at the Church at 12.30pm on that day.  
Please let either Janet or Andrea know 
as soon as possible if you intend to 
come to assist in catering.   

Marian has requested that, should you 
wish to make a gift, please could it be in the form of a 
donation to Farleigh Hospice ï a basket will be available on 
the day. 

******* 

Deadline for the July Magazine: Saturday, 19th June. 
Please give items for inclusion to Trevor or Janet Andrews or 
e-mail them to: magazine@kelvedon-urc.org.uk. 
 

80th 

mailto:magazine@kelvedon-urc.org.uk
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Alice in Wonderland on Steroids? 
 

Revelation ~ whatôs it all about?  Does the book of 
Revelation puzzle or excite you? Since Easter, Junior Church 
have been looking at the Lectionary readings (set from the 
Bible for churches) in the Roots Workbook. 

After His resurrection, Jesus was seen by over 500 people at 
different times, and then He ascended back to the Father in 
heaven.  We read Revelation, chapter 1 and the setting.  The 
writer, probably John the Apostle, was a prisoner in a Roman 
slave camp on the island of Patmos just off modern day 
Turkey.  (See the map at the bottom of the Junior Church 
display board.)  In this awful place, our Heavenly Father 
gives John an amazing vision of the risen, ascended, 
glorified Lord Jesus.  Then Jesus gives John special 
messages for the 7 churches in Asia ~ and all churches 
throughout history. 

Next we 
looked at 
Revelation 5 
and the 
millions of 
angels 
worshiping 
and praising 
around the 
throne of the 
Lamb of God.  
Andrew made 
a Lego throne 
and others 

made some flags to use with percussion instruments when 
we sing and worship God.  We also watched a DVD of 



 11 

Michael W. Smith singing praise to God with a crowd of 
thousands ~ a tiny foretaste of heaven! 

For Revelation 7, we read of the vast crowd ~ millions! ~ of 
those from all nations who love God, praising and worshiping 
God and Jesus, the Lamb of God before the throne.  What 
joy!  What love! What peace! ñ...the Lamb...will lead them to 
springs of living water.  And God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes.ò (V17)  What good news for John and the 
Christians in © 96AD and the 200 million Christians around 
the world today facing some form of persecution ~ some 
even to death.  ñSprings of living waterò were created with 
paint and bubble wrap on the display, then we watched a 
DVD by Tim Hughes singing ñWhen the Tears Fall.ò 

In Revelation 21, John says he saw a new heaven and a new 
earth...òand I saw the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming 
down from God out of heaven like a brideò...and again the 
promise, óHe will wipe away every tear from their eyes.  
There will be no more death, or mourning, or crying, or 
pain....ôò (V 1 ï 4)  Several young people drew beautiful cities 
and Andrew, Joseph and Gabrielle  made a great city for us 
just from Lego!  A couple of the girls were dressed up like 
brides ~ Lucy was very cute! 

In 
Revelation, 
21, verses 10 
ï 27 and 22, 
verses 1 ï 5, 
John tries to 
express in 
words we 
might 
understand, 
the beauty, 
glory, light 
and 
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perfection of heaven and that nothing impure can enter it.  
The river of the water of life flows from the throne.  On each 
side of the river, the Tree of Life grows ~ ñ...the leaves of the 
Tree are for the healing of the nations.ò (22, V 1 ï 5)  We 
tried to represent some of the fruit which the Tree of Life 
produces every month.  The girls coloured play dough with 
food dye but only managed disgusting sludgy browny-purple 
for grapes with something unidentifiable but possibly dodgy 
(doggy?) and an unappetizing greeny-blue for blueberries!  
We moved swiftly on to writing prayers on prepared ñleavesò 
to hang on our ñTree of Lifeò (small potted bush!) 

Revelation 22 ends the whole Bible with Jesus 
promising 3 times ñI am coming soon.ò  Among His titles, 
Jesus is the ñBright and Morning Star.ò  Those who accept 
Jesusô death on the cross to provide their forgiveness and 
have loved and served Him will have the right to reign with 
Him forever ~ and to see His face.  And, all this is free ~ 
Godôs amazing grace to us!  We heard about the life of John 
Newton and his famous hymn, ñAmazing Grace.ò  Then, we 
heard a very modern song from one of the wealthiest popular 
singers of our time, Neil Diamond (a Jew!), ñPretty Amazing 
Grace,ò how he felt empty and had nothing but then had a 
profound experience of God in a chapel. 

 What hope, what joy, what glory and the love and 
presence of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit await 
Christians in Heaven!  Every week Iôve been so excited, so 
full of thanks to God for all these amazing images and 
promises in Revelation!  The young people have used up all 
the glitter glue ~ yet our small display board canôt begin to 
express a fraction of ñhow marvellous, how wonderful You 
are!ò 



 13 

Yet, none of 
them were 
certain how to 
get to heaven so 
I produced a 
ñKingdom of 
Heaven 
Passportò which 
explains simply, 
with a few Bible 
verses, how we 
can be sure that 
we will go to 

heaven.  This isnôt being presumptuous, it is essential 
equipment if we are going to be true followers of Jesus and 
to ñgo and make disciples of all nations.ò (Matt 28 V 19)  No-
one will follow us if we donôt know where we are going!  So, if 
you arenôt quite sure or if you have a friend who would find it 
useful, please take a ñPassportò from the Display Board or 
from the pile in the porch. 

 We are so grateful for those of you who pray regularly 
for the young people, donate materials and come to see what 
weôre doing, and also for those who help out in different ways 
~ Dee, Milli, Madeline~ and John for wrestling for hours with 
IT to download music and video clips for us!  Sonia Park will 
be helping sometimes but there is a need for a much larger 
team for Junior Church.  Please pray!  Please also pray for 
the young people who have attended since Easter at some 
point: Milli, Madeline, Jenny, Alex, Andrew, Amy, Sophie, 
Lucy, Gabrielle, Joseph, Erika, Verity, Harrison, Elliot, Luke, 
Tia and Ravi (but I donôt think he noticed much!)  Before 
Easter, Faith, Dillon and Finlay also visited. 

 Finally, please pray ~ these children and young 
people are the church of the future!                                      
Rose Loy 
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MEETING POINT 
 

FRI, June 4th 8pm   Serving ~ evening led by Debbie Bliss 

from Ford End.  Bring a hand towel! 
 
FRI, June 18th 8pm   Mid-summer Madness ~ surprise!  
Fun evening.  Bring a friend. 
 

Meeting Point aims to provide a varied and helpful 
programme for people who come regularly and those who 
visit.  

 After Easter, we had an interesting slide show of 
images and pictures of Jesus, especially those trying to 
portray His resurrection (one, painted recently by nuns is in 
the centre of the Junior Church display).  The evening was 
led by an old friend of ours from London, Barry Dunnage, 
who is a graphic designer and former lecturer at Falmouth 
College of Art.   
 At the beginning of May, a number of people were 
away ~ but more children came!  So, 6 adults and 7 children 
enjoyed some lively worship songs ~ all the children are 
encouraged to play percussion instruments.  Then we talked 
about what heaven is like and watched DVD tracks of 
ñDelerious?ò, a top UK worship band and a track of ñDC 
Talkò, a US Christian rap band.  Josh, 8, watched them 
avidly! 
 On May 21st, we celebrated Pentecost, finding out 
about why the Holy Spirit came and what He does in the 
church and in our lives today.  One aspect is that the Holy 
Spirit makes us more like Jesus ~ to shine for Him in a dark 
world.  That was the cue to turn the lights off and all wave the 
glow in the dark bracelets we had just been given!   
 If you or any of your friends are interested in one of 
the advertised events and would like to come, just phone 
Rose or John on 01376 570200. 

Rose Loy 
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The East Anglian Single Reed Choir 

an ensemble of clarinets and saxophones 
presents 

 

Music for a Summerôs 
Evening 

 
a programme of light classical and 

popular music 

Saturday 12 June 
7.30pm 

St. Maryôs Parish Church 

 
Adults: £5, Under 16s: Free 
Tickets available in advance from: 
Jenny Elliott 570246 
Caroline Strange 571612 
Carol Taylor 573923 
Master Butchers, 233 High St,  
Tickets also available at the door  
www.singlereeds.co.uk
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