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 ñWhatôs in it for meò seems to be the theme of the modern 
world.  With the general election not too far away this would 
seem to be a particularly appropriate time to revisit that 
question.  I suggest that for most people intending to vote, their 
X on the slip will understandably, though regretfully, be 
influenced by ñWhatôs in it for me?ò  Or better stated, how will 
the government enhance my standard of living the most! 

So where should we stand? 

Paul, when writing to the Christians in Ephesus summed it up 
this way:  ñLet your lives be living proof of the things which 
please Godò.  Let us stand back for a moment and consider our 
blessings ï which should of course form part of our daily 
devotions anyway. 

Recent pictures in the news concerning the earthquake in Haiti 
seems to put everything into perspective.  Pictures of hymn 
singing families who have lost everything ï and I do mean 
everything ï praising the Living Lord, illustrates what faith in 
action really means.  Only God knows just how many Christians 
who witnessed those memorable pictures may have been jolted 
out of their comfort zone. 

So back to the general election.  Instead of ñWhat is in it for 
me?ò how about seeking out whose policies will best serve the 
disadvantaged in society the most; in other words, putting self 
interest on the back burner. 

If only there was a major political party with policies grounded 
firmly in the Christian faith how much easier the vote would be 
for you and for me.  Maybe someday?! 

In the meantime, let us take heart and encouragement from our 
brothers and sisters in Haiti and give thanks for our blessings 
and then be sure that our lives are as Paul instructed us ï ñLet 
your lives be living proof of the things that please Godò. 

Godôs blessing, Leonard. 
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Monday evening Housegroup:  In order to give you the 

opportunity to attend the Lent Study Group, there will not be any 
Housegroup during March, we return to ñnormalò on Monday 12th 
April 8pm at ñCopper Beechò, Spa Road, Feering. 

Lent Bible Study: 8pm Tuesday evenings in the Sanctuary of 

the United Reformed Church.  Please see February magazine 
for more details.  Everyone welcome. 

Little Lambs: Every Thursday 10.30 am in the Church followed 

by tea/coffee in the halls.  All mums and toddlers welcome. 

Holdfast Credit Union ï Open Thursdays 

10.30am ï 12.00pm in the entrance lobby.  An 
ideal way to save and help others. 
 

Womens Fellowship: Thursdays at 2.30pm. March 11th 
speaker will be Chris Thorby; March 25th speaker will be John 
Allard. 

Home Prayer Group: 2nd & 4th Thursday of the month 8pm at 

Rose & John Loyôs (150 High Street, Kelvedon tel: 570200). 

Elders Meeting:  15th March, 8pm in the office. 

The Bigger Breakfast : 6th March 8am at Kelvedon United 
Reformed Church. 

Fair Trade: 

There will be a Fair Trade stall with a small 
selection of cards, foodstuffs and craft items in the 
main hall after the service on the 4th Sunday of each 
month. 

A much wider selection of Fair Trade produce is also 
available from 150 High Street during the open week 1st ï 6th 
March between 10am ï 5pm. 
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Preaching Plan for March: 

 
7th March 10.30am : Rev Jerry Priest (communion) 

  Music/singing group 

   

14th March 
(Mothering 
Sunday) 

10.30am : Rev Jerry Priest   

Organist: Tony Kent 

   

21st March 10.30am : Rev Jerry Priest 

  Music/singing group 

 4.00pm Ecumenical Service at St Maryôs 
Immaculate Catholic Church 

   

28th March 
(Palm Sunday) 

10.30am : Trevor Andrews 

Organist: David Scott 

   

 

Please pray for those leading worship elsewhere during March: 

21st March : Trevor Andrews at Gt Totham 

 
 

Duties: Duty Elder Welcome Tea & Coffee 
7

th
 March Trevor Jim Hyde Lea & Ernie 

14
th
 March Christine Peggy Dix Angela & Brian 

21
st
 March Lea Peter Adams Boyd & Christine 

28
th
 March John Rajesh/Catherine Janet & Andrea 
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Fair Trade Fortnight : 22 nd  February ï 7 March  
 

 
 

 
ñItôs not fair!ò  How often have we 
heard that said ~ or said it 
ourselves?  Perhaps we notice 
injustice most when we are on the 
receiving end.  It can be painful, 
oppressive and humiliating ~ the 
opposite of what God intends for all 
the people He created.   
 
True Fasting.  Isaiah 58 starts with 

a very uncomfortable passage for 
Godôs people.  They are wailing to 
God that He isnôt giving them 
answers or guidance despite all their 
prayers and fasting.  Godôs reply is 
that actually, they have rebelled 

against Him, not kept His 
commands, exploited their workers 
and quarrelled with each other.   

1ñShout it aloud, do not hold back.  Raise your voice like a 
trumpet.  Declare to my people their rebellion and to the 
house of Jacob their sins.  2For day after day they seek me 
out; they seem eager to know my ways, as if they were a 
nation that does what is right and has not forsaken the 
commands of its God.  They ask me for just decisions and 
seem eager for God to come near them.  óWhy have we 
fasted,ô they say, óand you have not seen it?  Why have we 
humbled ourselves, and you have not noticed?ô ñYet on the 

Bee keeper in Chile 
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day of your fasting, you do as you please and exploit all your 
workers.  4Your fasting ends in quarrelling and strife, and in 
striking each other with wicked fists.  You cannot fast as you 
do today and expect your voice to be heard on high.  6ñIs not 

this the kind of fasting I have 
chosen: to loose the chains of 
injustice and untie the cords of 
the yoke, to set the oppressed 
free and break every yoke?  7Is it 
not to share your food with the 
hungry and to provide the poor 
wanderer with shelterðwhen you 
see the naked, to clothe him, and 
not to turn away from your own 
flesh and blood?  (Isaiah 58:1 - 4, 
5 ï 7) 
Warning to the rich oppressors.  

 In the New Testament, James, inspired by 
the Holy Spirit, wrote a stinging rebuke to 

the rich:  1Now listen, you rich people, weep and wail because of 
the misery that is coming upon you.  2Your wealth has rotted, 
and moths have eaten your clothes.  3Your gold and silver are 
corroded.  Their corrosion will testify against you and eat your 
flesh like fire. You have hoarded wealth in the last days.  4Look! 
The wages you failed to pay the workmen who mowed your 
fields are crying out against you.  The cries of the harvesters 
have reached the ears of the Lord Almighty.  5You have lived on 
earth in luxury and selfïindulgence.... (James 5:1 ï 5a) 

Tea picker in India 



 7 

I used to think, ñGood!  
You tell those selfish, órichô 
people!ò  Then I realised 
we in the West are one of 
those órichô people!  We 
may think itôs ñthem,ò but 
we ALL employ people ~ 
hundreds of thousands in 
our lifetimes who make everything we eat, wear, drive and 
furnish our homes with.  If I buy cheap products so my money 
goes further, I can have more or if I buy from big companies or 
supermarkets who pay producers as little as possible to 
increase their own profits, arenôt I just as guilty of ñfailing to pay 
the workmen,ò (James 5:4) or exploiting the workers (Isaiah 
58:3)?  
Both passages have been, and still are, a challenge to me to 
live like Jesus ~ full of care and compassion for others and 
treating them fairly.  Still, 1/5 of the worldôs population live on 
less than 60p per day!  Fair Trade began over 36 years ago.   
 
Traidcraf t  is a Christian Response to poverty 

Christians are called to 
love the poor ~ but also 
to ask questions as to 
why they are poor.  As 
a Christian-based fair 
trade organisation, our 
mission is to use trade 
to fight poverty.  We do 
it in three key ways: 
 
 
1) By trading directly 

with poor producers 
we help them work their way out of poverty. 

2) By developing their skills and their knowledge we help them 

Rubbish picker 

Two Indian Textile workers 
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achieve their God-given potential. 
3) By influencing those who practice and govern trade we 

create new opportunities for the poor.  Traidcraft is a simple 
and effective way to respond to Jesusô command for us to 
love God and serve the world.   

 
 
Today, there are many Fair Trade companies like Traidcraft, 
Created, Bishopston Trading, etc who, together, help millions of 
producers in developing countries earn a fair wage.  We have 
the opportunity to bring the compassion and justice of Jesus to 
those we ñemployò by choosing to eat, drink, wear, furnish and 
give products which do not exploit the people who make them.   
 
Our monthly Fair Trade stall has only a small selection of goods, 
but during our next Open Week, 1 ï 6 March, at 150 High 
Street, there is the opportunity to delve into the ñAladdinôs Caveò 
and see how many things we all use are now in the Fair Trade 
range. 
 
Christians have made a huge input in improving the lives of 
Millions of producers over the last 36 years and have led the 
way in developing Fair Trade.  Let us see how much more can 
be achieved with our buying power and our prayers. 
 

Rose Loy 

****** 
Thank you to everyone who gave so 
generously to the collection for Cry in the Dark 
on Sunday 31st January ï a cheque for £300 
was handed to Steve Cooper for the work in 

Romania.  Steve gave a very moving testimony during the 
morning worship and encouraged us to support the charity 
through prayer as well as financially. 

There are leaflets & further information on Cry in the Dark in the 
Church ï please help yourself.  
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Junior Church  
Haiti Appeal  :  Fun Afternoon  

Sun day , Mar ch 21 st  

2 ï 3.30 pm  
In the church  

Mini concert, Face painting,  

Stalls in the main hall. 

Refreshments and cakes for sale 

All donations to Christian Aid Appeal 

Come and bring your friends and neighbours! 

 
  

Celebrate Jesus...... 

Wednesday 3rd March 

Witham U.R.C. 

Refreshments from 7.30pm 

Speaker: Mike Shelbourne 

ñOut of the darkness cometh 
 the Lightò 

Music 3:16 

If you enjoy worship songs & music, why not give ñCelebrateò a 
try?  Everyone is made very welcome. 
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World Day of Prayer: 

 

Friday 5th March 2pm 
at the 

United Reformed 
Church 

óLET EVERYTHING 
THAT HAS BREATH 

PRAISE GODô 

Speaker: Mrs V. Sollis 

On Friday 5th March over 3 million people world wide will be 
praying and worshipping together during an annual day of 
prayer, using a service prepared by Christian women in 
Cameroon. 

Emma Wilcock, president of the National Committee of the 
Womenôs World Day of Prayer Movement, said: 

'This is always an exciting day as a great wave of prayer 
sweeps the world, beginning when the first service is held 
in the Queen Salote Girlsô School in Tonga and continuing 
around the world until the final service takes place, some 35 
hours later, in neighbouring Western Samoa. By then the 
day will have been celebrated in over 170 countries and 
over 5,000 services will have been held in England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland.ô 

The Republic of Cameroon is said to be óAfrica in miniatureô. It is 
a country of great cultural diversity with more than 240 ethnic 
groups and languages. The constitution promotes equality 
between men and women but traditional rights and attitudes 
discriminate against women in many areas of life. However giant 
steps have been taken towards assuring womenôs rights and 
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women are involved in the struggle for peace, justice and 
integrity. 

Cameroon faces many challenges as its people seek to move 
forward into a modern age without losing their distinctive 
characteristics. But at all times, in all circumstances, 
Cameroonians are able to praise God with joy and exuberance 
and the service reflects this. 

Although organised and led by women, this is essentially a day 
of prayer for everybody as we demonstrate our solidarity with 
our sisters and brothers in other countries and all are welcome 
to attend.  

******** 

Notes from the AGM: 

Following a decision at the Church AGM on 14th February, the 
loose collection from the last service of the month will be split 
between our two chosen charities: ñCry In The Darkò and ñHand 
in Handò.  Please do bear this in mind if you currently contribute 
via the freewill giving envelopes as these will not be included in 
the charity donation.   

Commitment for Life envelopes given out on 21st February will 
be collected on Easter Sunday, 6th April.  This is our annual 

collection for the women of Bangladesh enabling them to build 
up businesses and improve their lives through loans and 
training.   

Future church meetings will be held following the Sunday 
morning worship on a bi-monthly basis until further notice.   

******  

Turn your unwanted jewellery into a 
precious gift: 

If you have jewellery that is either broken or 
no longer wanted, Alzheimer's Society can 
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put it to worthy use by recycling it to raise funds in our Old 
Jewellery Appeal. 

The Old Jewellery Appeal welcomes jewellery of any kind - 
whether it's an odd cufflink or earring, or a bracelet or necklace 
that you no longer wear. Every single item is gratefully received, 
and the money raised will be used to fund projects to continue 
Alzheimer's Society's work in leading the fight against 
dementia.  Please pass on any donations of jewellery to Joyce 
Whiterod or Helen Skingle who will then send them all off 
together. 

******  

 

Gosh, Iôve turned into my Dad! 

It creeps up on you, earlier with some than with others.  Youôre 
just having a shave and are surprised that the face in the mirror 
is strikingly similar to your fatherôs when he was getting on a bit.  
Washing your face has been taking longer of late.  Now you 
realise that is because a receding hairlineôs left extra to wash.  
The bonny, boyish looks have gone! 

And thereôs your wife ï sheôs getting more and more like 
mother-in-law.  Life-style has changed too.  Whereas snappy 
dressing had been favoured, comfort now has a higher priority.  
Once youôd enjoyed plunging into hearty, jostling crowds, now 
you try to shop when things are quieter.  The car used to be 
perhaps on the flashy side, now itôs steady and economical. 

The garden used to be a games area for the children, now itôs 
kept neat and tidy, with flowers to show off to visitors.  Oh, for 
the days when you yourself were in bloom! When young women 
used to smile at you.  When, before all these health and safety 
strictures, you sprinted for trains, leapt gaily on and off buses, 
ran up escalators.  Now it has been known for a well intentioned 
young woman actually to get up when youôre standing and offer 
you her seat!  Friends ask, now ñwhat have you been up to?ò, 
but ñHow have you been?ò.   
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Thereôs an expression in a hymn, ñthe ancient of daysò.  Is that 
you?  You used to kid yourself you were if anything more like ï 
another hymn ï ñbrightest and best of the sons of the morningò. 

Age and youth.  Ah well, with age you should have some 
experience and knowledge ï while youth has the energy, 
enthusiasm and adaptability.  The ideal would be old heads on 
young shoulders, wouldnôt it?  Those hymn expressions are 
applied to God and Jesus, and surely their relationship is rather 
like age and youth combined. 

Jesus customarily referred to God as Father, and a disciple 
Philip pleaded (John, Chapter 14): ñLord, show us the Fatherò.  
Jesus replied: ñWhoever has seen me has seen the Father... 
Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is 
in meò. 

Our earthly fathers and mothers in a sense live on in us, passed 
on through what experts call the genes.  Jesus and God live on 
for us together in eternity, intertwined Son and Father. 

John Allard 

******  

An Ageing Check List: 

You know youôre old when you catch yourself saying any of the 10 
following: 

o Turn that racket off! 

o What did you say your name was? 

o Young people nowadays..... 

o Where you born in a barn? 

o Itôs not the winning, itôs the taking part. 

o Never did us any harm. 

o Nothing on telly, think Iôll turn in. 

o Canôt remember what I came upstairs to get. 
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o Back in my day... 

o As old as my tongue and a little older than my teeth. 

John Allard 

 

********* 

ñI was young and now I am old, yet 

I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their  

children begging breadò 

Psalm 37: 25 

 

********  

Spurgeon, Mainwaring and 
David at the Mercury: 

The brochure for the Mercury 
Theatre, Colchester, 
announces for 15 March, 
7.30pm the screening of a documentary film ñC.H. Spurgeon ï 
The Peopleôs Preacherò about the struggles of the Baptist 
Minister whose 1834 birth at a house in Kelvedon High Street is 
commemorated by a blue plaque on the wall.  On stage 22 ï 27 
March is ñDadôs Army Marches Onò, based on the TV comedy 
series and with Timothy Knightley in the role of the pompous 
Captain Mainwaring.  There is a play ñKing David, Man of Bloodò 
27 May ï 12 June, which seems to be about getting a chap 
killed because the Old Testament monarch wanted the chapôs 
wife Bathsheba.  They were the gory times, of course, and 
David won his first wife, King Saulôs daughter, by killing and 
mutilating 100 Philistines.  Theatre box office: 01206 573948, 
www.mercurytheatre.co.uk 

John Allard 

http://www.mercurytheatre.co.uk/
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P.S.  In May the next production of the Kelvedon Players at the 
Institute is to be a stage version of another TV comedy series 
ñAre you Being Served?ò  The Playersô January production 
ñFrankenstein The Pantoò was up to their usual zany standard, 
and among the high spirited cast was our URC Secretary, 
Christine Saffell, in Shirley Temple wig as a St Trinians type 
schoolgirl. 

John Allard 

******* 

T.V.V.A. (Two Villages Voluntary Association): 

It is just over 40 years since the Kelvedon and Feering Community 
Service Committee (as it was then known), was started.  
Representatives from the Churches formed a Committee in October 
1968.  One of the first tasks was to establish a Meals on Wheels 
service ï local cafes and restaurants were approached to supply the 
meals, but only St Peterôs School, Coggeshall agreed to be a 
supplier.  The meals on wheels service started in September the 
following year with up to 30 meals being supplied twice a week.  The 
W.R.V.S. supplied a grant for hotlocks to transport the meals under 
the organisation of Jill Buckle.  When the school was closed, Jill & 
her helpers undertook the catering themselves. 

The Committee also established Street Wardens.  From the pastoral 
lists, key people were identified and a network of Street Wardens 
established within the two Parishes.  Appropriate briefings took 
place, and literature was given to the wardens to pass on to 
residents giving them information of what was going on and who to 
turn to for help.  

Through taking out Harvest Gifts, it was discovered that some 
people were in receipt of 3 gifts (from the Churches, the Royal British 
Legion and the Angling Club), whilst others were missing out.  The 
Angling Club at the time had over 1,000 members and would hold a 
fishing competition to give the monetary proceeds to the community.  
With their co-operation, a fairer system was devised to distribute the 
gifts to the elderly, the sick and housebound, and those in need.  At 
the outset an array of canned goods and fruit, etc. was distributed to 
worthy recipients.  Even with the help of the local school, the task of 
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distribution became too great, and with the co-operation of the local 
shops, particularly Skingles Store, instead of goods, a Voucher 
Scheme came into being.  Vouchers could be redeemed for goods 
and the Committee would reimburse the shops. 

A problem came to light with travel to Black Notley Hospital and the 
Colchester Hospitals; with journeys involving two buses or two trains.  
To ease the problem a pool of Volunteer Drivers was formed and 
patients and visitors could be taken to their destination.  People were 
generous and did not always claim mileage costs, so funds accrued 
to help with other projects.   

There was a need for a meeting place, so a Day Centre was 
suggested and the U.R.C. made their hall available.  The idea was 
that people would have a central place to socialise, talk and share 
news of the day and have refreshments.  A Chiropodist would attend 
on occasions, and although this service continued for a short while, 
regulations meant that the chiropodist should be state registered, 
and the service discontinued.  The Day Centre continued on a 
fortnightly basis until last year when due to decreased numbers 
attending, it was no longer viable.  

When the Vicar, The Rev Peter Elers left to take on the parish of 
Thaxted in the mid 1970ôs Rev Frank Jones took on the Chair of the 
Committee.  Good relationships had been established between the 
Churches, and occasional United Services took place.  From this 
small start, regular United Services now take place on a monthly 
basis.  In 1983 the Kelvedon and Feering Community Service 
Committee received a County Award in recognition for all the work 
done in the community.   

For more information about the TVVA, its current activities and how to 
join, please contact: 

Rev. Father David Reynish 

Chairman of the Two Villages Voluntary Association  
The Vicarage, Church Street, Kelvedon 
Telephone: 01376 571172 

Rev Frank Jones 
****** 
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Meeting Point ~ Very informal ~ friendly people from various 

churches or none meet to encourage each other on their spiritual journeys. 
8pm ~ Bring-and-Share meal with main course and cold drinks followed by 
exploring questions of life and faith through a time of listening, watching, 
reading, discussion, activities, prayer or song, etc. Break for coffee and 
dessert around 10.15pm.  Then, time to chat or those who have to can go.  
Visitors always welcome! 

Come when you can, leave when you must 

Fri 12 Mar 8pm ~ Why Suffering? - Led by: Rose and John Loy.  

How can a loving God allow disasters like Haiti?  Does it prove there 
is no God?  Thoughts and discussion on a difficult subject. 

Fri 26 Mar 8pm ~ Why did Jesus die? -  Led by: Rose and 

John Loy.  Is Jesusô death relevant in the 21st Century? 
 

 

Sunday Lunches: 

YOU are invited to Sunday Lunché.. 

The last ñwinterò lunch will be on 28th March.  If you would like to 
attend please give your name to Andrea or Janet.   You will then 
receive a written ñinvitationò. 

It is hoped to give everyone the chance to get to know one 
another and enjoy the fellowship of a shared meal over the 
winter months.  If you sit by someone new to the fellowship, why 
not invite them along and get to know them better? 

There will be a suggested contribution of £4 towards the cost of 
the meal. 

Andrea : 571718        Janet : 571978 

 

Deadline for the April Magazine: Saturday, 17th March. 

Please give items for inclusion to Trevor or Janet Andrews or e-
mail them to: magazine@kelvedon-urc.org.uk. 
FEERING & KELVEDON GARDEN CLUB 

mailto:magazine@kelvedon-urc.org.uk
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One of the highlights of the Garden Club year is our Spring 
Show on 6th April. Even if the weather proves to be dull and 
gloomy our intrepid members always produce some 
excellent entries for all the classes, transforming the Institute 
Hall into a wonderful breath of spring 
colour. There are several classes to 
enter: daffodils, narcissi, spring 
flowering or foliage shrubs, pot plants 
and containers. The whole event has a 
very relaxed and informal atmosphere 
and everyone has the chance to 
vote for the entry which they think is 
best.  The show is open to members 
only but there is still time for new 
people to join (contact membership 
secretary on 01376 572130).  

Visitors are always welcome and if you have never been to one 
of our meetings before, the Spring Show will be an ideal 
introduction to the club. Normally our meetings begin at 8pm but 
the Spring Show begins at 7:30pm.  Do come along and be 
prepared for a very pleasant evening, in good company with 
some excellent refreshments and see an array of spring plants 
and flowers. You may be inspired to join us.  
 
 

******* 

ñAll flesh is like grass, and all itôs glory like the flower of grass. 

The grass withers and the flower falls,  

but the word of the Lord endures for ever.  
1 Peter 1: vs 24 - 25 
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