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In old England May the 1st was day of celebration as people released
from work danced round Maypoles and celebrated the survival of
Winter.

This meant they looked forward to the Spring and Summer to come as
time when life flourished and life could be released from the grim daily
toil before Winter once again closed its fearsome grasp.

Those people had a great respect for the world and its ability to
enhance or spoil their life.

As a generation we have begun to believe that the world is under our
control because of our massive scientific progress. However we have
just been taught a massive lesson by an Icelandic volcano that
however clever we think we are there is ho way we can stand in the
way of nature.

This makes us look very small and perhaps face the truth in reality
that no matter how much we think we know and organize in our living
we are unable to control our lives and in order for us to have any
chance of making serious sense of life we need God and his Son
Jesus.

How complicated we make our world and life and how simple to take
on board the solution of Jesus: FOLLOW ME.

This does not of course make our lives simple it just enable us to
avoid pitfalls, share our tragedies and high times, and know that we
are not alone and in the power which flows from Jesus lies the
solutions to our needs.

This May then as we dance round Maypoles or carry out any of the
other rites of Spring and Summer, rejoice because Winter is no threat
to us, Jesus is there as well.

In our rejoicing try taking on board the wonder that whatever the
months ahead hold sharing them with Jesus is just the best thing ever.

Oh one more thing, in our enjoyment of travels with Jesus SHOW
HOW GOOD IT IS!

Love Jerry



Monday evening Housegroup: May 24™ at 8pm at “Copper
Beech”, Spa Road, Feering (Christine Saffell’'s home). Led by
Trevor Andrews this will be a Bible Study evening looking at the
book of Acts. Everyone is very welcome.

Little Lambs: Every Thursday 10.30 am in the Church followed
by tea/coffee in the halls. All mums and toddlers welcome.

Holdfast Credit Union — Open Thursdays
10.30am — 12.00pm in the entrance lobby. An
[moLprAST | ideal way to save and help others.

Womens Fellowship: Thursdays at 2.30pm. Speakers are Rev
Fr David Raynish on May 13" & Ken Martin on May 27",

Home Prayer Group: 2" & 4™ Thursday of the month 8pm at
Rose & John Loy’s (150 High Street, Kelvedon tel: 570200).

Elders Meeting: Monday 17" May at 8pm in the office at the
Church.

The Bigger Breakfast : 1% May 8am at Feering Mission.
Please do come along & pray for our community.

Fair Trade:

Q

There will be a Fair Trade stall with a small
selection of cards, foodstuffs and craft items in the
main hall after the service on the 4™ Sunday of each
month.

FAIRTRADE
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Deadline for the June Magazine: Saturday, 22" May.
Please give items for inclusion to Trevor or Janet Andrews or e-
mail them to: magazine @kelvedon-urc.org.uk.



mailto:magazine@kelvedon-urc.org.uk

Preaching Plan for May:

2" May

9™ May

16™ May

23" May

30™ May

10.30am:

10.30am :
Organist:

10.30am:

4.00pm

10.30am :
Organist:

10.30am

Rev Jerry Priest

Music/singing group

Rev Jerry Priest (communion)
David Scott

Rev Jerry Priest
Music / singing group

Ecumenical Service at All Saints
Parish Church, Feering

Rev Leonard Phelps
David Scott

Trevor Andrews / Hand in Hand

Music / singing group (tbc)

Please pray for those leading worship elsewhere during May:

16™ May : Trevor Andrews @ Burnham URC
23" May : Trevor Andrews @ Gt Totham URC

Duties: Duty Elder Welcome Tea & Coffee

2" May Lea Lynn Hyde | Lynn & Jim

9™ May John June Allard | Angela & Brian
16™ May Harvey June Joslin | Boyd/Christine
23" May Christine Jim Hyde Andrea & Harvey
30" May Lea Peggy Dix Janet D/Emily
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Janet C Davies
Kelvedon Funeral Director
Invites you to
Light a Candle at
A Service of Thanksgiving
Sunday 6" June 2010 at 3.00pm
Kelvedon United Reformed Church

A Service of Thanksgiving will take place in June for families
who have lost a loved one recently or in the distant past who
wish to ‘Light a Candle’ in their memory. This very special
Service of Remembrance will take place on Sunday 6" June at
Kelvedon United Reformed Church at 3.00pm.

After the winter and spring months June brings the summer
sunshine, a time to be thankful for the beauty that surrounds us
and also a time to give thanks for the lives of those who have
died. When we loose those close to us we do what comes
naturally, we grieve. It takes time for the whole family to adjust
to the new dynamics of life and it is hoped this service will give
families the opportunity to celebrate, to remember, with smiles
and often with tears their sweetest memories. This service is
open to anyone who would like to attend.

During the service those attending will be invited to come
forward to light candle with the name(s) of their loved one(s) for
a blessing, Everyone is most welcome to come along with family
and friends, whether they have experienced a recent
bereavement of in the distant past.

Grieving doesn’t end on the day of the funeral, it is therefore
hoped that this Ecumenical Service of Remembrance will give
support and comfort to the bereaved

Bereavement is a disturbance of life’'s regular course that is
deeply painful and distressing. It is likely to be encountered by
us all. At the time of suffering it is a bewildering and often a very
lonely and frightening experience. Death will strike the young
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and the old, the expected, the unexpected, the Christian and the
non-believer. Each bereavement is unique. It is through
bereavement that we will encounter some of the deepest
realities of our existence and the fact is that everyone who dies
leaves behind someone with a need for help, the bereaved.

For further details please
Contact Janet on 01376 573691 /339300

*kkkkkkkk

15" May : Working Party

If you were unable to attend the last working party on 10™ April,
hopefully you will be able to make it this time around. We are
hoping to clear up a bit more around the Churchyard & possibly
also be working in the graveyard opposite Barclay’s bank.
Please make every effort to join in — there are plenty of jobs to
do and we always appreciate a cup of tea!

*hkkkhkhkkkikhkikk

Junior Church Haiti Appeal

Many thanks to all who participated in whatever way with the
Mini concert, Face painting, Stalls, refreshments and cakes.

£238.40 was raised for the Help for Haiti Christian Aid Appeal.

*kkkkkkk

Twang! Robin Hood goes on and on...

A big new Hollywood film about Robin Hood is out this month.
The appeal of the English legend in Lincoln green and with bow
and arrows seems inexhaustible.

The first surviving reference to himis in a poem written as long
ago as 1377. Init an idle priest admits to knowing rhymes of
Robin Hood better than he does the prayers. A collection of
ballads about Robin was printed in the 1400s, shortly after
printing presses were introduced into England. He is linked with
Maid Marian and Friar Tuck as figures in May Day revels in the
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1500s, and he is mentioned in a Shakespeare comedy “As You
Like It” — the heroine’s father is said to dwell in a forest “like old
Robin Hood”. In the 1600s a different playwright turns Robin
into a disgraced Earl of Huntingdon, and in the 1700s a larger
collection of ballads appeared. Robin becomes a Saxon
champion and an ally of King Richard the Lionheart in a best-
selling novel in the 1800s, and is in many films in the 1900s,
with Errol Flynn, Sean Connery and Kevin Costner among the
stars. Now Russell Crowe is Robin in 2010!

Yes, Robin has survived for centuries, though with variations
and additions to suit changing tastes.
Originally, in the ballads, he is a bold,
mischievous robber operating in forests in
south Yorkshire and Nottinghamshire.
Little John and Much the Miller’s Son are
in his gang the Merry Men. They waylay
wealthy travellers, provide a feast of
stolen venison and demand money in
payment for it. Robin insists on courtesy —— EJ
to all women and (as many others did in .
the Middle Ages) reveres the Virgin Mary. However, he tells hIS
gang to beat proud churchmen. (Abbeys were very substantial
landowners and could be grasping).

In the ballads, the Sherriff of Nottingham holds an archery
competition as a trap for Robin, but is killed by Robin. The King
goes into the forests in disguise and offers Robin a pardon,
which Robin accepts, only to revert to robbery a year later.
Eventually Robin falls sick, and dies at the hands of a
kinswoman, a Prioress, from whom he has sought treatment.

Sir Wallter Scott’'s 1819 novel “lvanhoe” added the oppressed-
Saxon-versus-arrogant-Norman-rulers slant. This is also the
rousing 1938 glorious Technicolour film “The Adventures of
Robin Hood” with Errol Flynn, which is still shown on TV. The
film, and the children’s books and comics, are what familiarised
those of us of maturer years to Robin as a handsome young
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gallant duelling with villainous Sir Guy of Gisbourne to rescue
beautiful Lady Marian Fitzwalter and stop Prince John usurping
King Richard’s throne. Incidentally, in the ballads the King is
named Edward — three Edwards reigned in succession from
1272 to 1377. Richard, a Crusader, is however a more
glamorous character. He reigned 1189 to 1199.

Richard Greene is a do-gooding, rob-the-rich-to-give-to-the-poor
Robin in the popular TV series of 165 half-hour episodes in the
1950s. The 1978 film “Robin and Marian” has Sean Connery as
an ageing, wounded Robin poisoned by a Prioress, who is
surprisingly Marian, and she does the deed out of love for him.

The 1991 Kevin Costner “Prince of Thieves” combines
multiculturalism and fashionable fantasy by having a wise black
Moor as Robin’s best friend and making the Sheriff a devil-
worshiper with a witch for a mother — and it has a romantic pop
song, “Everything | do, | do for you”. We wait to see what sort of
Robin that Russell Crowe will be.....

Robin may or may not have been initially based on a real man or
several men. Middle Ages common people, suffering under
harsh laws and corrupt administration, warmed to ballads which
cocked a snook at the powers that be. Now Robin is simply a
super-hero in fancy dress with curious weaponry.

The Gospels date further back than ballads, but Jesus is both
brave and decidedly real. He has been seen in different ways
by different people in different places and times, he has
occasionally been used as an excuse for cruelty, yet far more
regularly has been an inspiration for kindness. The essential
message remains now and for ever: love God and our fellow
human beings. Robin Hood can be exciting entertainment.
Jesus is enduring enlightenment.

John Allard
(The new Robin Hood film is due to be released on May 14™)

Thank you



Thank you to everyone who made Joan’s 80" birthday such a
special occasion — the birthday tea with the piano
accompaniment was lovely.

A cheque for £100 has been sent off to Macmillan Cancer
Research in lieu of birthday presents.

Sincere thanks you to you all.

*kkkkk

9-—15 May 2010

The theme of this year’s Christian
Aid Week is “Unleash your
Talent” to fundraise. The idea is
to bake a cake (to sell) or use
another talent you may have to raise money for those less
fortunate than ourselves. If you do take part in this way, do let
us know how you get on and how much you manage to raise.

Christian Aid works with local organisations that are best-placed
to tackle the poverty they see every day, respond during
emergencies and challenge their governments. So in the slums
of Kenya, we support Maji ha Ufanisi (MNU). In turn MNU works
with smaller community groups to help people in Nairobi’s slums
clean up their water supplies, transform their neighbourhoods
and gradually work their own way out of poverty.

Last year, each Christian Aid Week collector raised an average
of £30 each. This could help pay for a month’s salary for a
sanitation block worker in Kenya, who clean the block, collect a
nominal fee from people using it and ensure it's well-maintained.



Sponsored Cycle Ride for the Teenage Cancer
Trust :

Saturday 8™ May — Ipswich to Colchester

Why not join Lea & the supporters from
Colchester United as they raise money for this
very worthwhile cause. If you are interested in joining the cycle
ride, please let Lea know as soon as possible.

We shall be going to Ipswich by train & cycling back to
Colchester Community Stadium via the country lanes. We will
be doing approx 24 miles at a very leisurely pace, stopping at
Langham for a pub lunch. A sponsor form will be available in
the main hall to sponsor Lea, Trevor & Janet plus any other of
our URC cyclists.

*kkkkkkkk

FEERING & KELVEDON GARDEN CLUB

RHS Affiliated Society No. 10545127
www.essexinfo.net/feering-kelvedon-garden-club

Outing for all to Somerleyton Hall & Gardens & Southwold on 13"
June (cost: £20.95 for concessions) Book with Outings Organiser (tel
01376 570159) Non members welcome to Attend

The Chairman’s Projectf or t hi s year 6s award
members (preferably ALL) buyabpge um ei t her at
or from John Cootedbds nursery to
appearance) at the special July meeting for judgement, comment & hint
John Coote.

For your diary 4 May Hardy Bulbs throughout the Y¥dar
1 June A Guide to Chicken Husbatadky

Meetings are held in Kelvedon Institute on the first Tuesday in each mo
Theynormallgtart at 20:00. Nm@mbers admission £1:00. Raf€; 50
stall. Refreshments free. Contact John Benson thnp GEXTé 571127
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By Jeremy Lloyd
@ andDavid Croft

Friday 21st May The Institute, Kelvedon
Saturday 22nd May £6.50/Conc £5.50
Friday 28th May Box Office
Saturday 29th May The Master Butchers

at 8.00pm Telephone Bookings

07742 532192
Book online at www.kelvedonplayers.co.uk
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